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STORIES OF OUR LIVES

e .. CONSIDER MY-
self something of a tragedy snob.

Having lived through some pretty terrible
losses, I'm not easily undone. When I was 24,
I got married in a hospital sunroom down
the hall from the surgical ward where my
father fought for a few last months of life.
My husband, Ted Sullivan, was diagnosed
with cancer when our daughter Megan was
2 and I was pregnant with our second child,
Ned. Our little family soldiered on through
Ted’s grueling treatment and the long, sad
hospice days before his death. When Megan
was 4 and Ned 18 months, their father, my
husband, was gone.

A second marriage brought two beautiful
stepdaughters, Kerry and Mindy, plus my
three youngest: Jake, Maddie, and Anna
Kokos. But our blended family unraveled after
Mindy died at age 23 of melanoma. That
world-rocking loss was followed by a bitter
divorce. Somehow I'd managed to get us into
a new house, juggling everyone’s activities
with the demands of my business. Things

were looking up. The younger kids were doing

MO er tO well in school. Ned was thriving as a senior

at the University of Arizona, and we had all

been rewarded with the joy of Megan's wed-

t I I e Re S Cue ding to true-blue cop Ron Holsinger. A mir-

acle of modern love and a high-flving trapeze

act of daily logistics, the Rogers-Sullivan-

In this excerpt from her new book, Ellen Rogers explains how a Kokos-Holsinger family was doing okay.
trained capuchin saved her son’s sanity, and maybe his life. And then the phone call. ¥

HELPING HANDS
Ned Sullivan and Kasey
on the terrace of their
home in Boston, 2007.
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